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The United States as a superpower

carries the responsibility

Should Obama's Administration Re-examine the U.S, Asia-Pacific Srategy?

terrorist
attacks, !heM.ltkﬂc&ﬂwln.th:hnmlclﬂrﬂnm the North
Korea's nuclear weapon experiments and the recent Syria's
chemical weapons issuc all squarcly challenging us. The United
States must have a sensible foreign policy while domestically
trying to revitalize her economy after multiple recessions and
financial crises.

As an American citizen, observing the events happening
around the world, I am very concerned about the US  “Pivot to
Asia” or later rephrased “Rebalancing in Asia” oreign
policy. This policy scems to be created with a principal
assumption that China is our archenemy and a new cold war
should be directed at her as we did to Sovict Union. All China’s
neighboring countries are encouraged to join force with the US
to curtail China's rise and her assertive presence in Asia-Pacific.
As reported by NY Times and elsewhere, this policy had raised
serious concerns in China and produced enough hyped anxiety
m\IX:K@Iwmgplnymlmmulmmlhcnlcamof
Shinzo Abe, a known rightwing extremist advocating stronger
Japanese military, as her new Prime Minister. Furthermore, the
recent missile and nuclear bomb test carried out by North Korea,
annoyed China, could well have been the first offspring of the
US “#ivo” strategy. These developments have made all
Asian countries nervous, even Australia whose media has
published warnings on the projected outcomes from this "BR
ivot” Zpolicy.

Shinzo Abe visited Obama early this year bringing his
apparent intent to win America's endorsement for his desire to
expand the Japancse military perhaps even his desire to revise
Japan's peace constitution. His visit triggered a demonstration
waming the resurgence of Japanese Militarism in New York

Mainstream and Organic
Dr. Wordman

City by Chinese Americans of some 60 civil organizations. Abe's
speech of Japan is Back' at Center for Swategy and Intemational
Studies (CSIS) is plainly boastful. As a Chincse American fully aware
of the Asian seatiment towards the atrocities committed by the
Japanese military during WW I and how Japan's denial of her war

China, an American ally in WW I, as a partner to maintain order and
peace in Asia. The reception of Abe by President Obama was low key
which may have suggested perhaps the US has realized that her
current Asia-Pacific strategy may be backfiring. However, Abe's
continuing effort in visiting China's neighboring countries seeking
strategic alliances definitely is raising more Chinese eyebrows. We
may ask: What would the United States gain by encouraging Japan to
resurge as an offensive military power in Asia? What would benefit
the U.S. by stimulating an acute arm race between China and Japan
and with the U.S.? Is America that vicious to wish China and Japan to
destroy cach other? Or do we wish to solve our national debt problem
by selling weapons to the warring parties in Asia? As an American
citizen, T can't believe our government would engage in such a faulty

The time has changed and the world, especially China, has changed

since 1972 when Nixon visited China. Today, the United States has to
put her own house in order and shape her up to compete with rising

uneventful world so the Obama administration can put our house in
order. Therefore, It seems to be necessary for his administration to
re-examine the US Asia-Pacific strategy - whether or not the ‘pivot’
strategy is creating a stable world so we can focus on our domestic
woes. We need to examine whether or not is it right and beneficial
to target China as an enemy or as a partner? s it wise to cultivate
Japan back to militarism or to guide Japan to face history and
reality? Does am race lead to a solution or a problem? Can we
‘negotiate with China to contain conflicts? Studying history often can
shed some light on these big issues. In 5000 years of Chinese
history, most of the time China was in defense of invasions, most
severely in the last century against Wester powers and Japan. The
Chinese definitely do not want to repeat that part of history. Nor do
Americans!

Letter to the Editor:

In the article written by Dr. Wordman in your Forum #10, he
claimed that the conflict between the US and China lies not in
fighting over ideology but lifestyle. I think this is a very simplistic
view of the complicated geopolitical relationships between these two
countries. If the conflict betweea these two countries is simply
fighting over lifestyle, why does China become the only country
being demonized in the US press? What about other countries, such
as the European countries, other Asian countries, etc.? The people in
these countries have the same lifestyle aspirations as the people in
China do.

Joslyn Lang

countrics and their governments cerainly place economic growth as
the highest priority unless they felt a military threat. Obama has fairly
‘won his second term with a mandate to fix the country's economy. His
focus on domestic , however, requires a stable and
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