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Reflections On Lee Kuan Yew and Henry Kissmger

Mr. Henry Kissinger and Mr. Lee Kuan Yew both were born in
the year of 1923, both were recognized as great statesmen before they
reached 50 years old and both have been respected greatly by the
Chinese people regarding them as friends of China. Lee had passed
away on 3-23-2015, a sad news to the entire world. Millions of people
mourned his death. His funeral service had received more than half
million people waiting in line for hours to pay respect. His name Kuan
(light) Yew (honor) truly reflected his dedication to Singapore; he turned
Singapore from a small port with per capita income of $600 to a modern
international city center of trade, shipping and finance with a per capita
income of $40000. He made Singapore shine (emitting light) and he
brought Singapore honor (prestige and prosperity). Lee is a perfect role
model not only as a political leader, but also as a loving devoted husband
and father. He held high moral standard, being righteous and hard
working even to the age of ninety. In the past quarter century after he
retired from his Prime Minister role, he continued to be caring not only
for Singapore but also for the world. His passing saddens me and brings
me to reflect on the past four or five decades. When I lived in Singapore,
he was in his last term of Prime Minister. His capable leadership and
wisdom exhibited by his words and deeds left a deep imprint on my
mind even today.

Since Lee's retirement, he had been able to continue his role as
a spokesperson for the East Asia and the Asia Pacific by leveraging his
relations with the world leaders. He had been diligent in writing books
about his experiences and views of the world. From 1991 to 2014, he
authored eight books ranging from LKY on China, Hong Kong after
Tianmen (1991), Memoirs of LKY 1923-1965 (1998), The Wit and
Wisdom of LKY (1998), From Third World to the First: Singapore Story
(2000), LKY in His Own Words (2003), Keeping My Mandarin Alive
(2005), My Lifelong Challenge: Singapore's Bilingual Journey (2011),
The Singapore Story: Memoirs of LKY (2012) which appeared in Kindle
in 2014. In addition, the Singapore Archive has published seven volumes
entitled Singapore Chose LKY and Allison et al published a book, The
Grand Master's Insights on China, the U.S., And the World with a
forward written by Henry Kissinger (2012). These books had kept LKY
not only busy but also active on the world stage. The fact that numerous
world leaders came to his funeral service is a testimony to his impact
and influence on Singapore, ASEAN, and particularly China whose
leaders often sought for his advices.

Mainstream and Organic
Dr. Wordman

While the world media is covering the funeral of LKY, a brief
CCTV video about Mr. Henry Alfred Kissinger triggered my reflection
on LKY first and then to HAK. Kissinger is another great statesman who
has my highest respect. Incidentally, Mr. Kissinger was born in the same
year as LKY in 1923 and later on they became friends. At age of 92, the
fact that he was able to attend the China Development Forum in Beijing
is admirable. His mind is still sharp and stays active on world affairs. It
is his speech in Beijing in March, 2015 that has caught my attention and
intertwined my thoughts about Lee Kuan Yew, Henry Alfred Kissinger,
China, and U.S.-China Relations. The brief video only showed that he
was making two statements but in my opinion these statements deserved
the attentions of the Chinese and American leaders in moving forward to
shape the US-China relations. Before we speculate further on his speech,
it is useful to review the background of Mr. Kissinger and his
contribution to the ice breaking diplomacy in the US-China relation back
in the 70's. With this background, we could understand better why he
made his two statements.

Henry Kissinger was the former U.S. Secretary of State and
the architect of former president Richard Nixon's historic visit to China
in 1972, which produced the monumental Shanghai Communiqué
defining the basis for mutual recognition and establishment of
diplomatic relations. Although, the U.S. did not formally recognize
China till 1979 under Jimmy Carter's Presidency, the historical facts
showed us that it was the Nixon-Kissinger trip to China that had paved
the path for a normalized US-China diplomatic relation. As a brilliant
diplomat and statesman, Kissinger enjoys a great reputation world-wide
among international leaders. Kissinger is a prolific writer with more than
30 books published having titles such as The Necessity for Choice:
Prospects of American Foreign Policy (1961) to World Order (2014).
The widely read books related to China and The U.S. relations are 1. On
China (2012), 2. Does 21Century Belong to China?(2011) and 3. White
House Years (2000) as well as several other volumes on Foreign
Policies. Dr. Kissinger's wealth of knowledge on diplomacy and foreign
policies has made him and his consulting firm well sought after by
international clients. In his trip to attend the China Development Forum

in Beijing, the 92-year-old Kissinger has met with President Xi Jinping in
his capacity as chairman of Kissinger Associates Inc., a consulting firm
in New York, a very significant event in itself.

Now let us return to the two statements he made at the China
Development Forum which I think contains profound wisdom. He first
said that the U.S. and China had been working on their common
problems in the past, but going forward they should be working on their
common opportunities. Second, he said that the two countries must fill in
the mid-term issues which bridge the day-to-day matters and long-term
strategies. Based on these statements, we might speculate that Dr.
Kissinger and Mr. Xi's conversation could be focused on why, how and
what the two great countries (the U.S. and China) should find common
opportunities to work together. From relationship point of view, we could
also imagine what Dr. Kissinger might advise Xi to define the mid-term
issues and to reach mutual understanding with the U.S. For example, in
the next 5 to 10 years, what does China intend to accomplish in the world
arena with the 'One Belt and One Route' vision and how AIIB might
serve the financial function to realize the vision but not a threat to the
U.S. In his book, World Order, he discusses that how countries can be
drawn into a conflict by doing things that look perfectly reasonable on a
day-to-day basis and then suddenly find themselves in a position where
they don't know how to extricate themselves

In the coming September, Xi will make a state visit to
Washington DC after accepting an earlier invitation from U.S. President
Barack Obama - the first of its kind since he became president in
2013.The upcoming meeting of the two leaders will give the U.S.
government an opportunity to hear from the Chinese leadership about his
country's sweeping reforms and its development, including the meaning
of the 'One Belt and One Route' vision. Kissinger told Caixin in an
exclusive interview on March 18, one day after talking with Xi, "I'm very
confident President Xi, when he comes to the United States, will present
a picture of what is going on in China that will be very significant,".
Kissinger said, China is bound to rise despite some down periods, and its
influence will make the United States feel uneasy in certain regards.
However, it is very important that the world's two biggest powers "lead
in cooperation," as they did in a recent agreement on climate change, he
said. The United States' former top diplomat also said both countries
should "remember that whatever their differences, their common interests
are greater."

Lee Kuan Yew and Henry Alfred Kissinger both are friends of
China. They have provided good advices to Chinese leaders. The current
Chinese leader Xi Jingpin certainly recognizes that as seen by his sincere
mournful words for LKY's passing at the Boao Forum for Asia and his
warm reception and meeting with HAK in Beijing.
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