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(Continued from issue #86)

In part (I) I have discussed the significance of the two 2016
Presidential elections in Taiwan and in the United States and their outcomes will
influence the future of the US-China relation. Whether or not the US—China
relation will be locked in a hostile and dangerous path depends on the Presidential
candidates surfacing in 2015 and who gets elected in 2016, for Taiwan on January
16 and for the U.S. on November 8. I have alluded to the possibility that the 70"
Anniversary of the Ending of WW II can set the audition stage for the candidates
so the voters can examine and select the right choices. The election results in
2016, determined by voters, may essentially govern the future of the US-China
relation for the future two decades. (reference issue #58) Here in part (II), Let me
explain my reasomng

As it is already evident, there have been a lot of celebrations and
memorial events planned for or already held in 2015 m the name of WW II
worldwide. There is a feeling of the need to use the 70" anniversary to remind
ourselves about the evil of the tragic world war and the damages it inflicted on
mankind. In a recent Gallop 1poll surveying 62000 people with the question: If
your country were to get involved in a war, would you support 1your government's
enga%ement in the war? The survey results conveyed the following: First, the
people of defeated Japan and Germany in WW II expressed least support for war
(only 11% and 18% people respectively would support their government to war).
Japan has the lowest score (11%) among 64 nations surveyed. Most European
countries show low figures, Holland 15% %eing second lowest, Belgium 19%, and
Italy 20%. These results clearly reflected the sentiments of Japanese and
Europeans despising wars. However, the net average over 62000 people surveyed
showed 67% male and 52% female would support war, figures being raised up by
nations with instability such as Morocco and Fiji 94%, top of the list, and
Pakistan, etc. The survey results of the United States, Russia and China, showed
scores of 44%, 59% and 71% respectively. These numbers are probably influenced
by their mainstream media devoting a lot of media time and space for (i)
correlatmg the compllcated world problems to their national interests, (1i)
preaching a great nation's world responsibilities and (iii) drumming a cold war
mentality against each other. I venture to say the above because through organic
media, I find that the people in China, Russia and the United States express far
less desire for war. Tlg)e real concern is whether any government is charting a
belligerent policy ignoring her people's sentiments. (World wars were initiated that
way!) The current Japanese Administration seems to be taking that path, ignoring
the Japanese media reports on the anti-Abe and anti-war protests.

A recent article in Diplomat (2015-1-27) by Kerry Brown entitled,
Why 2015 Could Be a Nightmare for China, expressed the same view that 2016 is
a critical year but the author's main point was China might lose the 'strategic
opportunity' (for development), which she enjoyed for the past two decades or so,
due to the election outcome of 2016. Brown claimed, "President Obama has been
a good president for China. He has been read as weak and overstretched and was
treated with staggering disdain during his first visit to Beijing in 2009. Under
Obama's watch, we witnessed the rise of an assertive, pushy Chma that has been
increasingly able to call the shots.” Brown further speculated "In 2016, we might
well see Hilary Clinton move to the White House. Her image, in China, is not that
of someone who is weak.... She is seen as someone who is tough and
frightening}y ambitious. Chinese analysts and policy makers may well already be
starting to fear what the complexion of a Clinton White House focused from day
0}?6 on reaffirming the United States' prime role in the world might mean for
them.'

I am not going to speculate on Hillary Clinton's chances in 2016 today
but I do believe that she and any other US Presidential candidate should be tested
on the '70th Anniversary' audition stage in 2015. A capable and righteous national
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leader must understand and respect history, with ability to derive lessons from
the history. The 70" Anniversary of the Ending of WW II would tell you who
were allies and who aggressors were and what war atrocities were committed by
what kind of cruelest human behavior. A US presidential candldate destined to
be a national and world leader must be able to embrace the 70" Anniversary
event and reveal his or her comprehension of this past history and clearly state
his or her view of the future of US-China and US-Japan relations. Since the US-
China relation being the most critical issue, the American voters must select the
President by his or her qualifications, knowledge of the past US-China history
dating back at least to the WW II era and clear perspective of steering the US-
China relation into a friendly and collaborative future rather than a hostile and
dangerous path. The voters must pay attentl(m to whether or not the presidential
candidate participates in any of the 70" Anniversary events and where the
candidate stands regarding the history and the US-China-Japan relations and
their outlook. The voters must use the 70" Anniversary as an audition stage to
evaluate the presidential candidates. Anyone who avoids it or delivers a wrong
message is not a good leader for either the United States or the world.

Brown also discussed the 2016 Taiwan's Presidential election, "Ma
Ying-Jeou of the Kuomintang (KMT) has been a good ally for Beijing. He
promoted economic closeness and political carefulness, significantly reducing
the cross-strait tensions that existed in the eight years under Chen Shui-bian
before Ma's election in 2008..... 2016 might not be a walkover for the
opposition Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), but it is theirs to lose. And the
DPP pohcy toward the mainland would be far less accommodating than that of
the KMT." Again, I will not speculate on any individual candidate's chances in
the Taiwan election, but I must stress that a sour Taiwan s1tuat10n will not only
be bad for Taiwan but also for the US-China relation, The 70" Anniversary event
is a reminder to all Chinese on the mainland and Taiwan about the past history
and it is a wake-up call for all people living in Taiwan, that the next leader
elected in 2016 must have a honest understanding of the past history and its
meaning for all Chinese since Taiwan's future is not just in a few Talwan
politicians' hands but in all Chinese hands. The Taiwan voters must use the 70"
Anniversary to audition their Presidential candidates; listening to their speeches
carefully and weeding out those pro-Japan and pro—mdependence candidates
since they will not be a good leader for Taiwan.

There is a small fraction of people in Taiwan who have affinity to
Japan. Taiwan was occupied by Japan for 50 years under a colonial policy to
Japanize Taiwan. Given time Japan might even succeed, but Japan was defeated
in WW 1II. Some Japanese citizens and naturalized Taiwanese (Japanese
Huangmin, sub[]ect of Japanese emperor) were left behind in Taiwan, some even
gained political power later. but this minority could not negate the historical fact
that Taiwan is a part of China. Analogously, in Japan, the descendents of
Japanese Imperial Army (like Abe Shinzo) regained power but they are minority.
In this year of 70" Anniversary, Abe is being tested, Japan's relation with China
and Japan's future hinge on her honest recognition of the past war history. The
70" Anniversary of the ending of WW Il may determine whether Abe will stick
to his right-wing agenda and fail Japan eventually or that he may become a
realist and correct his policies to regain China's trust. The UK, France, Italy ..
expressing desire to join the AIIB initiated by China clearly illustrates a realist's
diplomacy. The Japanese finance minister's announcement of opening
consideration to join AIIB may also be a realist move. The shifting tone of the
U.S.,about IMF, World Bank and Asian Development Bank all suggest that the
world will have less conflict with honest and realistic leaders.
Ifay Chang. Ph.D. Producer/Host, Community Education - Scrammble Game
Show, Weekly TV Columnist, www.us-chinaforum.org. Trustee, Somers Central
School District
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