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If the title question was confronting a public figure, it would
generally mean that the person had done a serious misconduct which
could have an impact to the society or raised an ethical or moral
concern in the public. There are plenty of examples in the news media
confronting the title question to celebrities in sports and entertainment
arena simply because many of them commit scandals or misdeeds.
Yakee's slugger A-Rod (Alex Rodriguez) for taking steroid, NFL Ray
Rice for hitting his wife right in the face, Bill Crosby for his sexual
misconduct and Jimmy Kimmel of ABC for his racial hate words
against the Chinese are recent 'public apology' examples coming to
mind. When a national political leader was confronted with such a
question, it usually would be more serious. It could be the end of a
personal political career or a severe damage to the national interest.
The handling of such a question usually would be an agonizing and
complicated process than simply making an apologetic or denial
statement.

For example, when President Clinton was involved in a sex
scandal with a White House intern Ms Lewinsky, the matter nearly
cost his presidency but he did say that he was sorry and admitted the
occurrence of the affair in many different ways during the
investigation. He did survive this moral misconduct, nevertheless. In
contrast, Ms Lewinsky suffered more than twenty years of public
humiliation. Only recently, was she able to face the public putting her
'love affair' behind her. Her recent public speech on TED was honest,
sincere and convincing that she was finally able to have her life back.
A quarter century before Clinton's scandal, President Nixon lost his
presidency for the Watergate debacle - breaking into the Democratic
Party national committee's headquarter in the Watergate complex by
the Republican operatives. When Nixon resigned, he did not admit
guilt, instead he admitted that some of his judgments were wrong and
he lost the support of the Congress, hence, the ability to lead the
nation. Ironically, in today's atmosphere, the US President seems to be
able to lead the nation despite of losing the support of the Congress.
To apologize or not to apologize eventually will dictate the end result
of a public figure's fate. In general, it takes courage to admit wrong
doing and apologize to the public, but the public seems to be more
forgiving to those who made a sincere apology. The New York
Governor Elliot Spitzer who apologized and resigned from office for
his involvement with 'call girls' and then divorced from his wife of 26
years, is working hard to come back to public office, a case with the
jury still being out. On the other hand, the former South Carolina
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Governor, Mark Sanford, was elected as a Congressman in a
Republican district despite of an exposed extra-marital affair - He was
visiting his Argentina mistress on a trip paid by the tax payers. The
sex scandal did cost him about 13% votes but it was not enough to tip
the election to the Democrat. Interestingly, the 13% figure was
claimed, in a study on the Senate elections by Nicholas Chad Long of
St. Edward University, as the average impact on votes by sex scandals.

In today's column, I really want to address the title question
to Mr. Abe Shinzo, the current Prime Minister of Japan, about the
issue whether he will or will not apologize for Japan's atrocious war
crimes committed during WW 1I, in this special year, the 70th
Anniversary of the Ending of WW II. This question is far more
important to Abe than the above personalities involved with personal
scandals which only affect personal fate. To apologize or not to
apologize for Japan's past war crime may cost Abe's Prime Minister
position, but far more importantly, it may influence the future of Japan
in terms of her relationship with all Asian countries, including, China,
Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam, etc.
These bilateral relations will affect Japan's future economy and the
welfare of the Japanese people. Furthermore, the title question can
really reveal whether Japan is dead serious in pursuing a revisionist
policy to revise her history (and constitution) and revive her Imperial
mentality which had driven her to aggression resulting in the
occurrence of WW II. To apologize for the WW II crime committed
by the past Japanese leaders such as Emperor Hirohito and Prime
Minister Hideki Tojo should not be as difficult as they themselves
apologizing to the world. Tojo was executed for his crime and
Hirohito was spared a trial and dead now. Throughout the history from
1950's to 2013, there were many Japanese Prime Ministers, Foreign
Ministers and Chief Cabinet Secretaries who did make statements to
'apologize' with various degrees of remorse or regret. This matter
could have been laid to rest forever if the apologies were more sincere
and no one especially any later Japanese leader would try to rephrase
or renege the apologies. The very fact that there were so many
versions of 'apology' diminishes any sincerity behind an apology; each
new statement seems to open the war scab to cause pain to the victims
including Asians and Americans. This 'apology' matter was raised to

the public's attention again this year, in fact, to worldwide attention, by
no other person but Abe Shinzo himself.

There is nothing wrong to be a conservative LPP (Liberal
Democratic Party) member striving to lead Japan out of economic
stagnation and depression, but there is definitely something wrong in
Abe's actions and behavior leading Japan into militarism,
expansionism and revisionism by revising constitution, building up
attack forces and engaging multiple military treaties. These are not
slogans against Abe Shinzo but actually serious warnings to the
Japanese people who prospered under their Pacifist constitution over
the past seven decades. The world (particularly the Americans, Asians
and Japanese) should ask, why was Abe Shinzo worshipping at the
Yasukuni Shrine where the war criminals memorials were placed?
What was Abe's motive, knowing that this was a sensitive issue to the
Asian nations victimized by the Japanese Imperial Army and knowing
that the controversy had been ignited by previous Prime Ministers
when they visited Yasukuni even in a non-official capacity? What was
Abe's motive when he denied the comfort women issue and referred
Japanese war crimes such as the Nanking Massacre as a historian's
concern? Doesn't a Prime Minister need to understand and accept
history rather than casting history away as an academic issue? Why is
it so difficult for Abe Shinzo to admit the crimes committed by Tojo
who had been convicted by the post-war tribunal war court? Why was
Abe Shinzo permitting his government to revise Japanese textbooks on
subject of the facts about WW 11, even letting Japanese officials to
request McGraw Hill to revise their history books published in the
U.S.? Should Abe Shinzo be surprised that this year, the 70th
Anniversary of the Ending of WW II, had become a major memorial
event worldwide, from Russia to America and across the entire Asia?!

To Apologize or Not To Apologize about WW 11, should be a
very simple question to Abe Shinzo and to all Japanese people who
really want peace and a clear conscience. The German governments
apologized for WW 1II and the atrocities caused by the German Nazi.
Why wouldn't or couldn't Japan make a clear apology once for all?
Why would Abe want any Japanese to live in denial and wonder why
the world is not forgiving Japan? Bragging Japan's contribution to
post-war world economy is not a substitute for an honest and sincere
apology to the world on Japan's WW II war crimes! Bataan Death
March, Nanking Massacre, Comfort Women, 731unit's human
experimentation, etc, etc. will never be forgotten so long Japan denies
them and refuses to assume responsibility for them. This sentiment is
easy to understand by thinking of an analogy: A murder case will not
get a closure (legally and morally) so long the killer is at large denying
the killing. When Abe is coming to Washington prior to the 70"
Anniversary of the Ending of WW II to address the US Congress,
whether his remarks containing a sincere apology or not will cast
Japan's future in a very different light!
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