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will be borne out by history.

had her academic distinction.

Michelle La Vaughn Robinson was born on January 17,
1964 in Chicago, right after President Lyndon Johnson
declared war on poverty and right before the Beatles' “I Want
To Hold Your Hand” appeared as the #1 song in the U.S., a
dynamic era of the US history. Ironically, 1964 was the year
that the US House Representatives accepted the Civil Rights
Act. A landmark legislation outlawed discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Although there
was some controversy surrounding the birth and early
childhood of President Barack Obama, there was no question
that Michelle was born an American in an era of African-
American Civil Movement. Michelle's father was a black labor
worker and her mom a black secretary; her mom raised her and
her brother with keen emphasis on education. Michelle had
been a gifted student, graduated a Salutatorian from Whitney
M. Young high school in Chicago in 1981 and received B.A.
Sociology from Princeton in 1985 and later received law
degree from Harvard in 1988. Not a single US First Lady ever

Michelle graduated while Barack entered Harvard Law
school in 1988, hence she did not meet Barack in Harvard. It
was at the law firm Sidney Austin in Chicago, Michelle first
met Barack, an intern at that time, and she served as his
advisor. Obviously Barack recognized a smart lady and

State Visit of First Lady Michelle Obama to China -

Michelle Obama is an accomplished woman of her own. The
fact she is the First Lady certainly adds a halo to her head but being
the 'first' black First Lady living in the white house with her own
accomplishments simply makes her a very unique 'first' First Lady
occupying a spot in the history of the United States. Recently,
Michelle Obama making an unusual trip to China on her own as the
US First Lady with her two daughters, Malia and Sasha, and her
mom, Marian, but without her husband, President Obama, marked a
significant diplomatic event in the history of US-China relationship.
The significance of her trip to China shall be far reaching simply
because of her stature and her influence in the United States in the
future. Though partly eclipsed by the mysterious disappearance of
Malaysia airline M370, the US mainstream media kept a low profile
reporting of Michelle's China trip; however, from a broad
observation in the organic media, I believe, Michelle's China trip
has a long-term positive effect on the US-China relationship which

pursued her. Dating a boss and a Harvard alumnus took
courage, the fact they got married in 1992 added a romantic
twist to the Obama American Dream. Since their marriage,
Michelle has been a great help in Barack's career, as a loving
wife, a serious mother of two daughters, and an effective
campaign supporter for her husband's bid for the US Senate
position and later for the Presidency of the United States.
Michelle is not a pretty woman but then her
accomplishments on her own academically and
professionally as well as a successful person in terms of a
model wife and mother, gave her a great personal confidence
to be the First Lady of the United States. It showed in her
trip to China.

Fourteen First Ladies have visited China in the past.
Often the First Ladies' agenda were part of the foreign
diplomacy of the United States. Two main doctrines that
have been consistently on the US foreign policy towards
China are 'Democracy and Human Rights'. The United
States have been righteously advocating democracy and
human rights but often failed to recognize that democracy is
only a method of reaching decisions but not ideology of
itself and human rights are rights bestowed by the law or
constitution with its historical perspectives. For instance,
supporting Dalai Lama's religious right (monk superiority)
in Tibet amounts to child abuse and human slavery, whereas
the PRC constitution prohibits religious supremacy.

Since the United States only enacted the civil rights
act in 1964, a merely 50 years ago and democracy as one
person one vote was only granted to women in 1920, less
than 100 years ago, why should the United States be so
righteous in view of five thousand years of Chinese history?
The Chinese started their revolution for establishing a
republic only 100 years ago (1911); the revolution is still yet
to complete due to many foreign interventions and
invasions. Many US First Ladies, including the most recent
Hillary Clinton and Laura Bush, have actively criticized
China's record on preserving human rights. However,
Democracy and human rights do not equate to ideology.
Ideology in a plain language is really a civil dream, a dream

'First' Comment

form of government.

education.

Chinese and their dream.

citizens hope to realize. American Dream and Chinese Dream, not
so different, are what we should advocate, rather than a particular
Mrs. Obama on her China trip stayed
focused on education and culture was right on. Only education can
help citizens understand human rights and practice of democracy.
Only education can help citizens realize their civil dream. In
today's Internet world, there is more chance now than ever for
education to reach everyone if we only place the emphasis on

Michelle and Barack Obama are products of American
Dream. Education played a significant role in their lives. So
Michelle understands the power and importance of education to a
family and to a country. She emphasizes education and obviously
so in bringing up her own children. She shares in her speech the
story of how she overcomes obstacles in setting high educational
goals. Her visit to China garnered a billion web page views. This
impact to the US-China relationship is not only immediate but also
has a long-term effect. Currently, there is only 20,000 American
students studying in China, (10 times Chinese students in the US)
that number must increase for Americans to understand the

In the past, China has no role for a Chinese First Lady, but
Peng Liyuan has become the 'first' real Chinese First Lady just like
Michelle has become the 'first' black First Lady. As an
accomplished singer in China, Liyuan is well known. Ever since
her husband, Xi jinping, became the President, she had
comfortably ascended to the role of Chinese First Lady. Liyuan
travels with her husband to foreign countries. She promotes rural
education and campaigns against tuberculosis for the World
Health Organization. She even has won a place on Vanity Fair's
international best-dressed list in 2013. Her meeting with Michelle
made a number of 'firsts' which will have many followers to come.
Michelle and Liyuan, both in their early fifties, have a long bright
future ahead of them not only in their own countries but also on the
world stage. Their common interests in education and health will
most likely bring their path to cross in the near future. The
bonding they made over this China visit is not only personal but is
also inter-national between millions of Americans and Chinese
going down in history like the Great Wall Michelle visited.
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