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This year is the 70th Anniversary of the victory of WW II. Its
significance has not diminished with time; on the contrary, seventy years
later from 1945 since the Allied Forces (United States, United Kingdom,
Russia and China) defeated Germany and Japan, the world has increased
its attention on this historical event. The reason for the increased world
attention may be traced to Japan's historical view of WW II and her
current administration's policies of (1) denying her war atrocities, (2)
making ambiguous definition of Japanese WW II war criminals and her
aggression against her Asian neighbors, (3) revising and reinterpreting
her 'Pacifist' constitution to permit Japan taking first strike beyond self-
defense reason and not subjecting to the UN charter sanctions. As the
world is turning its attention to the 70" anniversary, Japan is demanding
McGraw Hill to revise its school textbooks on the facts about WW II
and the Japanese war crimes. It is this rebellious attitude that has
angered the Asian people who still remember clearly the war atrocities
the Japanese military army inflicted on their ancestries.

The United States is Japan's principal Ally now, but as a
superpower the U.S. has little reason to rely on Japan to make a first
strike on behalf of the U.S. The fact, Japan is vigorously cultivating
military alliances with Asian neighbors by offering aid and/or sales of
military gear using a story of "China Threat" fabricated by the right-
wing hawkish Japanese political faction, is naturally very disturbing to
China even Russia. This policy is obviously contradictory to the
Japanese business people's view that Japan's trade or export largely
depends on the China market; hence they believe Japan must maintain a
good relationship with China rather than creating a hostile one. Japan's
current foreign policy seems to be pivoting the US “Pivot to Asia”
strategy to a 'Target China' strategy. Although some US right-wing think
tank folks are still lingering on a legacy ideology of anti-communist
China, but the official US China policy, at least in the open, is denying
that the 'Pivot to Asia' is targeted at curtailing China's rise. Many of
China experts in the U.S. seem to understand and take a realist view that
China has risen. China's claim for peaceful rise seems to be genuine by
realistic assessment and is backed by her world engagements. China's
international endeavors are economically driven with real win-win
philosophy; they do pose competition to the U.S. and some impact to the
US sphere of influence, but China in no way is strong enough militarily
or economically to pose threat to the U.S., if the U.S. focuses her energy
in fixing her own domestic issues and reducing her extensive
entanglements in foreign wars.

As far as WW 11 is concerned, China has long forgiven Japan;
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she demanded no reparation from Japan for her war crimes and the
damages and pain inflicted on the Chinese people. However, the Chinese
cannot totally forget the history especially when Japan is not only
denying her guilt but constantly whitewashing the WW II history and
worshipping her WW II war criminals. This sentiment is shared not only
among Hong Kong, Mainland and Taiwan Chinese but also deeply felt
by Koreans, Filipinos, Singaporeans, Malaysians and Indonesians.
Therefore, it is no surprise, this year, the 70th anniversary of the ending
of WW 11, there is a united action worldwide to celebrate the anniversary
to remind the world and Japan of the true facts in WW II. Since Japan is
taking a no-remorse and defensive attitude by launching a countering PR
effort, for example, deliberately holding memorial for Tokyo bombing,
twisting the causality principle (Japan's first attack of the Pearl Harbor
was the reason drawing the U.S. retaliation and consequent actions of
allied forces in defeating the Japanese Imperial Army). Japan's demand
of revising US history textbooks on her war crimes has backfired to
inflame the world's anger. Now the American veterans are realizing that
this type of whitewashing of WW II history is dishonoring millions of
people, soldiers and civilians, who were killed by the Japanese Imperial
army. So it is of no surprise that all Americans including Asian
Americans are participating in the celebration of the 70" Anniversary of
the Ending of WW I1.

Next year, 2016, will be the presidential election year in
Taiwan (January 16, 2016) and in the U.S. (November, 2016). These
elections will be extremely critical for the U.S.-China future relation,
because their outcome may lead to fundamental policy changes which
may then change the course of development of the US-China relation. A
victory of a pro-independence candidate in Taiwan, especially with pro-
Japanese or Japanese inheritance, may lead Taiwan into turmoil with
unpredictable consequence. Since Taiwan's independence movement
will be regarded as an action reneging the one China two systems
principle, China is likely to revise her strategy drastically. Not only the
mainland may stop offering the numerous economic and trading benefits
to Taiwan, but a war across the Taiwan Strait may be highly probable.
The likelihood of war increases if the U.S. is not able to influence
Taiwan or Japan. Japan may excitedly instigate such a conflict and send

her military force, the Japanese Navy, plunging into the Taiwan Strait as
she had prepared to do so with her reinterpretation of her Pacifist
constitution allowing her to do first attack and with her mutual defense
treaty with the U.S. giving her the opportunity to drag the U.S. into a
Pacific War. The seriousness of the impact of the Taiwan election to
China may be easily comprehended by Americans by imagining an
election taking place in Hawaii seeking independence with an affinity to
Japan. Similarly, how would the Japanese react if an election in Okinawa
was seeking independence with an affinity to the United States or to
China. Although these scenarios are hypothetical, but the historical
background and current events happening in Asia Pacific surrounding
China, Taiwan, Okinawa, other American naval bases in Guan, Hawaii
etc sure provide food for thought.

The 2016 US presidential election is also extremely critical to
the future US-China relation. As discussed in my earlier column, (issue
#58, 9-28-2014) the election dates and leadership successions in two
countries are inter-locked, in China (2022 and 2032) and in the U.S.
(2020, 2024, 2028 and 2032). The current Chinese leader, Xi Jinping, has
consolidated China's authorities (political, economical and military) to
lead the nation from 2012-2022. Xi is the first Chinese leader who had
spent time in the U.S. on a study tour in his younger years. He made a
visit to meet the US president, Obama, prior to his appointment to
China's highest leadership position. Xi has made clear efforts to
communicate with the U.S. Leaders emphasizing China's goal of
focusing on her people's standard of living (Chinese Dream) and her
policy of making China to rise peacefully to earn China a big nation's
status. Obama, on the other hand had an opportunity to get to know Xi.
He has made a very productive State Visit to China in November 10-12,
2014 resulting in announcements in climate change control, protocol for
military encounter, relaxing visa requirement and tariff reduction, a great
positive indication for the world that the U.S. and China can work
together. Xi is expected to visit the U.S. in the spring this year. This visit
will be a grand opportunity for the two countries to further develop
understanding and collaboration moving forward to cultivate a friendly
not hostile relation. Whether such a friendly and collaborative relation
can last or get locked in certainly depends very much on the next US
President to be elected in 2016.

The outcomes of 2016 presidential elections, in Taiwan and in
the U.S., are certainly not cast in stone yet. The above discussed
scenarios of locking the US-China relation into a perpetual hostile and
dangerous path or a friendly and collaborative path will depend on the
presidential candidates surfacing in 2015. This brings to the second half
of the subject title, 70th Anniversary Sets Audition Stage for 2016
Elections and Future Outlook. Let me explain and present my
observations and analysis in part II.
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