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Don't Let Japan Hijack The US "Pivot' Policy' To Become A 'SFN' Strategy

There was an ancient Chinese saying about diplomacy, "#% A it
", which means literally making friends with the states at far distance
and attacking the states near the border. In a diplomatic language,
perhaps the "# A2 UT B " strategy can be translated as 'Be Friend with
the Far and Be Foe with the Near' (Friend Far Foe Near or 3FN)
strategy. This strategy was often practiced by multiple states occupying
a fractured territory. In such a situation, a weak state may have to friend
with the far away states in order to get their support to defend against a
close aggressive neighbor, hence friend far is necessary. On the other
hand, a strong state with ambition to expand her territory may also
friend with the states at far distance so she can focus on conquering her
close by neighboring state first, a '3FN' strategy used for expansionism.
In the era of late Zhou Dynasty ("8k[#F#48") in the Chinese history, the
Middle Kingdom was divided, occupied and controlled by feudal lords
forming many states; even though there was a nominal emperor, the
separate states had total governance control and independent
diplomacy. The '3FN' was developed and practiced in that era. This
strategy was also practiced in military war fare and was taught in war
theories such as in the famous Sun Zi Bin Fa (& T £t ), which has
been a part of curriculum in the world-known United States Military
Academy at West Point, New York. In both diplomacy and military
affairs, this strategy can be used defensively or offensively.

Today, by and large, the world has evolved into nations
with legitimate governments barring a few places troubled by
self-inflicted or foreign instigated unrest. Under the umbrella of
the United Nation, there are 192 countries being recognized as
nations/members with their own history, culture and governance.
Under the charter of the UN, member countries must be living
peacefully among each other. Hence, the above '3FN' strategy
should never be practiced by the UN members. Unfortunately, as
we see today, the above strategy not only was never shelved but
was vigorously practiced among nations with ambitions. The
ambitious and aggressive nations are called hegemony in modern
terms, with ambition to expand territorially, to dominate
influence in international affairs and worst of all to prevent other
nations to rise in power even by peaceful means through fair
competition. The Soviet Union and the United States were
branded as hegemony by each other, resulting in a Cold War
lasting more than five decades. With the final collapse of the
Soviet Union, one would expect the hegemony ambition and
practice would stop, but the recent 'Pivot to Asia' strategy
initiated by the United States seems to target China as the new
cold war (may even lead to a hot war) enemy with Japan not only

as an cager ally but also as the principal executioner of the
policy in Asia. However, what is more alarming though, it is
Japan applying the '3FN' strategy.

Japan decided to escalate the territorial dispute with
China, the Diaoyu Islands, with calculated measure. Now under
the US 'Pivot to Asia' policy, Japan is forming military alliances
with nations and territories surrounding China to suppress
China's rise. The current Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe,
the right wing leader with a right-wing agenda to build up
Japan's military strength and to revise Japan's peace
constitution to permit Japan to make first attack, is also creating
an unproven 'China Threat' theory. Abe has been busy touring
and making military and diplomatic alliances with Asian
nations surrounding China including Philippines (the foreign
ministers of Japan and the Philippines proclaimed their nations
to be strategic partners that would collaborate more in resolving
their separate territorial disputes with China, later Japan
promised 10 patrol vessels to Philippine's Coast Guard),
Vietnam (The two defense ministers discussed measures to
elevate defense ties and shared their views on international and
regional issues of mutual interest), Malaysia (Japan and
Malaysia pledged on to strengthen economic cooperation and
bolster security ties, as China heightens its maritime
assertiveness in Southeast Asia. ), Indonesia (Indonesia and
Japan have agreed to increase cooperation in military,
particularly concerning military training and exercises, human
resources development, defense industry, contra-terrorism, and
disaster handling, said Indonesian Defense Minister Purnomo
Yusgiantoro), and as far as Australia (Australia will deepen its
security alliance with Japan in a new agreement to share
military technology. The defense agreement opens the way for
Australian access to advanced systems that could greatly
increase the power of a new submarine fleet.). Abe since his PM
appointment in 2012 has worked diligently to improve the India
- Japan relationship. (This year Japan will join in the naval tri-
partite exercises with India and the U.S. The top officials in
defense and foreign ministries of Japan and India will begin
talks on closer ties. Japan is considering selling India
amphibious aircraft and nuclear power plant equipments even
though India has refused to sign the nuclear nonproliferation
treaty) The Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
has funded the Delhi Metro subway project and just agreed to
lend India additional $700 million for the next phase of the

Mumbai Subway. This type of financing and new factories opening in
India by the Japanese car manufacturers, Suzuki and Honda, and
consumer product manufacturer, Panasonic, could be interpreted as
fair play in the global economy. However, in view of the above and
more bi-lateral military alliances and security web Abe is weaving for
Japan, it becomes apparent that the heightened diplomatic relations
between Japan and other Asian countries is a result of the Japanese
3FN strategy against China.

3FN strategy explains the behavior and actions of Japan,
motivated by her ambition to become a dominant nation in the world.
Japan has worked very hard to gain a permanent seat in the UN
Security Council for years but unsuccessful and frustrated.
Historically, Japan had always targeted China as a prey; hence, it is
understandable why Japan would adopt a 3FN strategy against China
to pull back her rising passing Japan as the world's second largest
economy. However, the same cannot be said about the United States.
China and Japan both are far from the United States in distance, there
is no logic for the United States to friend Japan only and not to friend a
rising China who has far more to offer to the United States from
economic collaboration as well as from maintaining the world peace.
This adds more serious doubt about the wisdom and effectiveness of
the “Pivot to Asia” policy or its reinterpreted 'balancing power'
policy, discussed openly by many political analysts. Indeed,
witnessing recent events related to the US-China-Japan relationship,
many acute observers have noticed troubling signs. These signs cast
concerns that Japan (through Abe) is trying unilaterally to hijack the
Pivot-to-Asia US policy to transform it into a 'Friend Far Foe Near'
Strategy against China, fitting Japan's nationalism and militarism
which are revived vigorously by Abe's right-wing administration.
This is happening too quickly to be left unchecked. Can the United
States manage, predict and control the Asian power web of bi-lateral
security alliances weaved by Japan? A serious question has already
been raised by Patrick Cronin et al in their report, The Emerging Asia
Power Web, published by the Center for New American Security
(6/2014). The United States must take back her initiative and make
immediate assessment on the 'Pivot' or 'balancing' policy before it
becomes Japan's 3FN power play. China is no longer a weak country
like 77 years ago when Japan attacked her. Japan by Allies' mercy was
spared total destruction by WW II, but can Japan survive a real
nuclear WW III? No, definitely not Japan, neither Asia nor America!
Ifunchecked, Japan's Kamikaze war spirit and her desire to apply 3FN
against China and to drag the U.S. into a war might just lead to the
total destruction of the Earth! Do something the United States!
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