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Columnist David Ignatius wrote in his Washington Post column
on 3-27-2015 about his interview with Japan's Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, anticipating his forth coming trip to Washington, DC. He asked
Abe twelve questions, four related to Abenomics and Japan's economic
future, four related to security and military issues and the rest related to
his Washington trip and objectives. David's questions covered a wide
range of subjects but only a few had received informative answers from
Abe. However, examining the transcript of this interview carefully, it is
possible to deduce some insight into Abe's mind and more importantly to
derive a new set of questions, forcing direct answers from Shinzo Abe
when he arrives in the United States. There is a petition, reported in the
organic media, to stop inviting Abe to speak at the US Congress. In my
opinion, asking the right forceful questions is a more productive action
than stopping Abe to talk to the US Congress.

David's first questions are: How Abenomics is doing regarding
Japan's deflation problem and is there a 'fourth arrow' coming? What
does Abe mean by "deflation psychology", how would Japan apply John
Maynard Keynes's concept of 'animal spirit for economic growth', and
how would Abe handle Japan's long-term slowing economy? Abe did not
offer satisfactory answers about his three-arrow Abenomics but briefly
answered the fourth arrow to be focusing on stimulating the economy of
local regions (outside of the metropolitan areas). He interpreted deflation
psychology to be losing confidence in the economy and animal spirit to
be proactive attitude towards stimulating growth. As to the long term
problem of slowing Japanese economy because of demographic issues,
Abe recognized Japan's aging population and offered solution of
vitalizing local regions (by relocating headquarters for example),
women, old age, and disabled as well as emphasizing the application of
robotics. Other than adopting a bold monetary policy, the Abenomics
(three or four arrows) did not seem to assure concrete positive results,
none obvious from Abe's answers.

David's security questions are quite pointed, ranging from the
impact of Diaoyu Islands (Senkaku) on China-Japan relation, US-Japan
security alliance, the use of Japanese self-defense forces and Abe being
criticized being militaristic. To these questions, Abe's answers did reveal
his state of the mind. He first declared that a rising China offered
opportunity for Japan and the world. He claimed his meeting with Xi
Jinping at APEC Beijing helpful in returning China-Japan relation to a
'dialog' state and also cited the recent party leader meeting between LDP
of Japan and CCP of China, obviously trying to shed the blame that he
damaged the China-Japan relation by his actions. However, he did
emphasize that the military budget of China had been in steady increase
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for the past 27 years, now standing at 3.6 times of Japan's military
budget. He also said that China's maritime behavior went beyond
Senkaku extending into the East and South China Sea, hence, Japan, the
U.S. and ASEAN were working to urge China to behave responsibly
regarding international maritime affairs.

Abe ignored David's remark that Obama had been criticized in
the U.S. as being a weak President but said, Japan welcomed the 'Pivot
to Asia Pacific' policy and was satisfied with the U.S. guarantee in the
US-Japan Alliance and particularly mentioned Obama's visit to Japan
last April declaring that Article 5 of the U.S.-Japan Mutual Defense
Treaty would apply to Senkaku. Abe justified his 0.8% increase of
military budget by stating that in today's world a country could be
vulnerable to military threats from advanced weapons across the border
and could not defend and protect one's own peace and security alone.
Japan's legislation revising the use of self-defense force was for
establishing the right of collective self-defense, citing as an example,
Japan under the revised law could rescue US forces when they were
patrolling in the Pacific.

Abe said, he was not militaristic and he was just doing his job
protecting the lives of Japanese. Abe's answers to security questions did
not reveal any new thinking. Some fundamental questions germane to
how the U.S. and China would develop their relationship with Japan
should be asked as follow-up questions, for example.l. Why is Japan
assuming China being a military threat to Japan while admitting China's
peaceful rise bringing opportunity to Japan and the world? 2. Since
China is 26 times bigger than Japan in size bordering many more
neighboring countries, why is China's 3.6 times larger military budget
than Japan's posting a threat to Japan? 3. Why is Japan stressing that by
strengthening the U.S.-Japan Alliance will bring peace and security to
AP and the world rather than bring military tension and arms race to AP
and the world? We must get honest answers to the above questions in
order to develop a sound strategy to guide US-China and US-Japan
relations.

David's question on what are the three most important goals of
Abe's Washington trip looks like a pre-planted question. Abe answered
quite frankly which enabled me to examine his words in quote below
and deduce his real goals as follows:

1. "First and foremost, I would say that for the last 70 years the

U.S.-Japan alliance achieved many things, and I would like to express
that this alliance is an unshakeable alliance. I would like to confirm that.
At the same time, I would like to confirm with my American colleagues
that by strengthening the U.S.-Japan alliance we will be able to
contribute to the peace and security of Asia-Pacific and the whole
world." My deduction: Abe has sensed that some people in the U.S. may
have second thought about 'Pivot' even on the interpretation of the real
meaning of the U.S.-Japan Alliance with increasing concern about
Japan's interpretation of Pivot and Alliance. Therefore, Abe needs to
'confirm', a word he has used twice.

2. "Another point will be the economic policy I am promoting.
We are attaching great importance to the economic partnership
agreements, and one of them is TPP [Trans-Pacific Partnership]. I would
like to gain common understanding between the U.S. and Japan about
the importance of fostering economic partnership." My deduction: TPP is
a questionable goal now in view of the recent successful progress in the
development of the China led AIIB. With UK, France, Germany, Italy, ,,,,
some forty plus countries joining AIIB, the U.S. would be better of
joining them rather than fighting them. Japan, left out of AIIB, feeling
lonely and uneasy, must 'consult' Washington.

3. "A third goal would be to make the American people have
more knowledge about Japan. I would like them to know more about
Japan, Japanese culture, Japanese tradition, and how Japanese people are
regarding the United States. We are the countries sharing universal
values, such as freedom, democracy, basic values, and rule of law. So we
are the countries sharing those values. This is something that I'd like to
express to the American people." My deduction: Abe is facing a world-
wide crusade to honor the truth and history by staging a 70th Anniversary
of the Ending of WW II this year. The revisionist's Abestory (Abe's
history view) is being attacked world-wide. The deplorable act by Japan
to request McGraw Hill to revise American history textbooks about
Japan's war crimes is not only angering American veterans but all
Americans with conscience. Therefore, Abe must 'explain' to the
American people.

When Abe arrives at Washington, the U.S. Media should ask
more pointed questions so we can really understand Abe Shinzo, whether
he is really representing Japanese people or not.

Abe's answer to David's question on history and revisionism is
the same as published before - politicians should leave the history
question to historians. I would urge the media reporters to rephrase
David's questions as follows:1. Why is Japan or Abe Shinzo personally
not able to live with history, particularly the WW II history (why the
denying)? 2. Can Abe or anyone denying history or not versed in history
be qualified to be a statesman to lead a country?

I hope that Abe through his 'confirm', 'consult' and 'explain’ in
Washington, become wiser to lead Japan on a peaceful path, peaceful
with truth in history and peaceful with her neighbors!
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