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E§$ For one thing, I can't tolerate Hillary. I have been a
Democrat for decades and voted mostly democratic presidential
candidates, except the senior Bush in 1992. I put up Bernie Sanders
yard signs in front and on the side of my home, probably the only
household doing so in a 2-mile radius. (BTW, I don't see any sign
for Trump or Hillary in our neighborhood.) His platform might be a
bit ahead of his time in today's America. But that is a future this
country needs.

I can't possibly vote for Hillary in November. She is too
cozy with Wall Street and too "loyal" to Israel. As to Trump I
will have to see how he campaigns in the coming months to
see if he can win over my vote. However, his foreign policy
principles do seem more palatable to me.
gE A : Agree with your points. Glad to know you are going to vote
for Trump.

C C LO: Very well said! If one has to vote, Trump probably is a
better bet than any of the others!

A bet is not a sure thing as the word implied.

ZF{&5 . Thanks for sharing your Donald Trump related thoughts,
withwhich, I'msorrytosay, lhappentodisagree.

Being myself oriented a little bit more toward the liberal side and a
little bit more sympathetic with the Democratic Party, [ tend to dislike
the Republican Party and US conservatism. The US presidential
election is to me a matter of selecting the less bad and Trump happens
tobe ° to me, the worst among all > with whom I disagree in most
issues. He is to me a super-jerk and [ have never disliked or distrusted a
person as much as I dislike and distrust Trump, who is to me like a
Hitler in Germany during the period from the end of World I to the
beginning of World War II.

Here is the way I see it and my humble opinion: Trump seems
unstoppable at the moment * butl feel that the US in the end will have
a female president next Feb, whom I don't necessarily like. And
regardless of who gets elected and becomes the next US president,
she or he will not necessarily be friendly toward China, my mother
country.

Just my 2 cents and sorry that I disagree with your thoughts on
Trump.

Recently, I came across a Chinese article by Xue Zong Zhang (7K
Z18), Why is Hu Shi (a famous Chinese intellect and author in 20" century;
he is regarded as a promoter of liberalism not only in his time but beyond
through his writings) a Half Baked Liberal?, on the "Baodiao Forum" (an
intellectual forum devoted to discussions on Chinese governance and
Chinese Sovereignty issues such as the Chinese sovereignty over the Diaoyu
Islands) . Mr. Zhang criticized Hu Shi not really understanding liberalism,
but the article written in a Q&A format did not leave a clear description of
liberalism and how it should be promoted. Personally, I find myself
constantly swinging between liberalism and conservatism when facing
different issues. The above article with its fuzzy arguments on true
liberalism has triggered my long time desire to define liberalism and its
workability in real world. This desire is confined to define liberalism from
basic philosophical principles and how it may be practiced under different
real world conditions and political systems. The following is my attempt of
doing an intellectual exercise to define liberalism and the constraints the real
world will bring to limit liberalism. These constraints working against
liberalism, for convenience, may be characterized by the term, conservatism,
which often restricts and works against liberalism.

From dictionaries, liberalism has the following definitions:

1. quality or state of being liberal.

2. belief in the value of social and political change in order to achieve
progress.

3. a movement in modern Protestantism emphasizing intellectual liberty and
the spiritual and ethical content of Christianity.

4. a theory in economics emphasizing individual freedom from restraint and
usually based on free competition, the self-regulating market, and the
gold standard.

5. a political philosophy based on belief in progress, the essential goodness
of the human race, and the autonomy of the individual and standing for
the protection of political and civil liberties.

6. Liberalism is a political philosophy or worldview founded on ideas of
liberty and equality. Whereas classical liberalism and European
liberalism prioritize liberty, American liberalism and social liberalism
stress equality.

The above definitions seem to be fine but they do not touch on the
essential aspect of how liberalism can be easily understood and how it works
when constraints are applied. Therefore,

I prefer to take the approach of starting with broad acceptable
principles to define liberalism and then to add layers of descriptions from
real world constraints to arrive at the workable (practical and conditional)
liberalism. Let's begin with the following principles I assume that are
generally acceptable:

1. Human is the most intelligent species on earth. Human desires physical
and intellectual liberty.

Liberalism and Conservatism and Proper Balance

Mainstream and Organic Views
Dr. Wordman

2. Human beings are born as unique individuals with one's own intrinsic
ability and one's acquired ability through one's own will.

3. Human beings with intelligence deserve to have intellectual liberty
that is to freely exercise one's intellectual capability.

4. Following principles 1, 2 and 3, unconditional or unconstrained
liberalism can be defined as individuals have rights to think, say and
do anything according to one's desire and to one's ability. (Any
individual has liberal rights to think, say and do anything or whatever
one wants. For example, an individual living by oneself in one's own
universe)

The above definition of unconstrained liberalism cannot work.
Since no two individuals are completely (100%) alike, unconditional
liberalism will have intrinsic limitations due to one's ability.
Furthermore, human beings live in a society (not practical to live by
oneself totally cut off from any society), then they face other
limitations due to one's environment, such as natural and physical
living condition and other man-made conditions imposed by marriage,
family, society, nation and world organizations in terms of ethics, laws
and regulations. If we add constraints to liberalism, we shall have the
following definitions:

5. Come with the above discussed intrinsic limitations and other
constraints are liberal rights infringement. Thus conditional liberalism
can be defined as individual's unconditional liberal rights being
reduced to avoid liberal rights infringement. For example, an
individual lives with a family will have to reduce one's unconditional
liberal rights (singing loudly at two o'clock in the morning) to avoid
infringing liberal rights of other family member (sleep undisturbed
under quietness).

6. Conditional liberalism can also be defined as individual's
unconditional liberal rights being reduced to tolerate liberal rights
infringement caused by one's environment one's in. For example, an
individual lives with a family will have to reduce one's unconditional
liberal rights (sleep undisturbed at any time) to tolerate liberal rights
being infringed by other family member (practicing singing for
audition) So conditional liberalism must have 'give and take'
conditions.

7. Unconditional liberalism cannot be accepted in an environment where
family, society or nation exists simply because an individual's
unconditional liberalism will infringe on other individual's
unconditional liberal rights. Therefore, unconditional liberalism is not
a workable liberalism.

8. Avoidance and tolerance of liberal right infringement really define the
degree of constraints placed on unconditional liberalism.

9. Conditional liberalism is thus defined as unconditional liberalism with
proper constraints applied in an environment, family, society and
nation. 'Proper Constraints' of course can be subjective.

10. Within a family, conditional liberalism is constrained by family
structure, hierarchy, generation, and sibling relationship. These
relationships define responsibilities, range of liberal rights limited by
constraints. Voluntary constraints are guided by human nature (good
versus evil both exist), human knowledge (more or less by education)
and infringing and tolerance trade-off (give and take). Involuntary
constraints are defined by moral principles and laws.

11. Going beyond family to community, society and nation, more
individuals are involved and more constraints will apply. These
constraints will be guided by community/society rules, laws and
constitutions depending on the social structure, political system and
economic condition.

12. The constraints applicable to the liberal rights can be created,
regulated and altered by political system, for example, a communist
system tends to restrict individual's liberal rights more, thus limiting
individuals to achieve their full capability and capacity; a socialistic
system tends to make trade-offs in individual liberal rights with a bias
to side with the poor and disadvantaged population. A liberal society
tends to maximize tolerance (reduce avoidance) to enhance individual
liberalism.

13. The methods employed in the political system to apply constraints to
individual liberalism is democracy with a variety of practicing
methods, from one person one vote to various hierarchical
representation systems to only one person decides. (dictatorship, one
supreme individual above everyone) The various representation
systems define various degrees of democracy. How well does a
political system work depend on how liberalism is practiced and what
constraints are properly applied, which are dependent on economic
condition.

Ideally, human liberalism should be promoted with minimal
constraints and maximal tolerance. Unfortunately, human beings have
faulty traits such as selfishness, greed, laziness and intolerance,
therefore, ideal liberalism (minimum constraints and maximum
tolerance) does not work. For example, under a democratic system,
voters tend to vote for getting the maximum benefits (take more from
the government than give to the government) until the system
(government) breaks down (Greece is an example) Therefore, there must
be a proper balance to limit or constrain liberalism. To achieve this
proper balance, conservatism comes to play. So liberalism must be
counter-balanced by conservatism. I hope this column offered you some
useful information to understand and interpret the dictionary definitions
of liberalism and its necessary constraints. Hopefully this information
can help voters calibrating, comparing and judging the workability of
the liberal (versus conservative) ideas made by political candidates in
their campaign statements.
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